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A very beautiful section of scripture is Isaiah 9:6-7, where our Savior and his work is described. Isaiah wrote 700 years before baby Jesus was born: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne forever and over his kingdom…”

Baby Jesus is “Wonderful Counselor: Our Savior doesn’t need to surround himself with advisors because he knows all things. Mighty God: He is the true God. All the fullness of the deity lived in Jesus’ little bodily form. Everlasting Father: He would have the heart of a loving Father for his children. His work would make us his children. He is tender, loving, faithful and wise. Prince of Peace: Jesus established peace between God and man. “My peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” 

We can add to this Immanuel, which means “God with us.” God was with us, living in our world, fighting and winning our battles against our enemies. He left visibly, but he’s still Immanuel.  At the same time as Jesus is all these things: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Immanuel, our text tells us that Jesus is also our Brother.  The Wonderful Counselor and Mighty God is your dear Brother. The Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace is your dear Brother. 

I have an older brother who lives in Phoenix. He’s also a pastor. He is so gifted for public ministry it is scary. So good at analyzing situations and finding solutions quickly, he has always been wise beyond his years. And I took advantage of that in my earlier years as a pastor. “Hey, big brother, I have this situation….What do you think?” Sometimes he’d give me good advice on how do deal with it, or he’d give me something to think about which would completely change how I looked at the situation. There is no human being alive I respect more than my 44 year old brother. And it has been that way for as long as I remember.

But even he is limited. He once admitted that he didn’t have the gifts that I have. Actually, he’d confess that he too is a rotten sinner. In fact, one day a few years ago, “Marty, we should have called you to be our second pastor. With your gifts and mine, we’d have been a good team.”  


But I have another brother. He’s older than Steve. He’s older than the hills. His counsel? Always wonderful! His ability? Divine! His care for me? Like a Father’s! The result of his ministry? Peace for me and all people. 


This brother I’m referring to is Jesus. He’s your brother too.  

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity…” And “He had to be made like his brothers in every way…”  The writer to the Hebrews tells us that Jesus is superior to the angels, the prophets and Moses, and yet, he was born to a humble virgin Mary. The whole family on earth needed forgiveness of sins, so Jesus came to live side by side with, and for, his family. “Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.” This brother went before us in life, he preceded us in death on the cross and he will welcome us with open arms in heaven, because he “destroyed the one who holds the power of death.” 

Ever gone to your brother Jesus for advice? When has Jesus ever given bad advice? He is after all, the “wonderful counselor.” “Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.” And this big, eternal brother of yours is at your fingertips, (your Bible) and he is always ready to listen to your prayers. 

He can understand what we go through and he can help us when we are tempted, but we can’t comprehend the suffering he endured. Not only does our text say that “he himself suffered when he was tempted,”he suffered physically with the nails and abuse. Worse, he suffered extreme spiritual anguish when on Mt. Calvary. “In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.” Jesus wasn’t imperfect, but then made perfect by his suffering. No, the word for made perfect is “to reach a goal.” Jesus had a goal. That goal was to prepared salvation for all mankind. And he did this through what he suffered. No suffering, no salvation. No humiliation for the Son of God, no glory for us, brothers and sisters. But Jesus reached his goal! 

He suffered. It was a tough pill to swallow when Jesus prayed, “May this cup of suffering be taken away from me, but not my will, but yours be done,” and the Father said ‘No.” He suffered when the people he created, and died for, beat him and took his life. 

Why was all this necessary? All mankind is sinful. The Bible says, “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” It also says, “…whatever the law says it says to those who under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.” There’s nothing we can say to God except “I’ve sinned. I deserve punishment.” And like Paul, “Who will save me from this body of death?” 

Jesus “was made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a faithful high priest in service to God, and that he make atonement for the sins of the people.” Atonement is the payment Jesus offered to remove the guilt of our sin so that God and man would be reconciled. Two warring parties now at peace. Sin separated us from God, but it has been removed. Two parties have become one. Atone: At one. God and man are one. 

So, we have one Father, and One eternal Brother, Savior, and Lord. Jesus reached his goal: he suffered and died to pay for us to be at one with God. But he also rose again and ascended into heaven where he continues to plead for us to the Father in our behalf.  

And this is a lasting atonement: “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who hold the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” Think of how death troubles people. We don’t want to talk about it. We try to avoid it. We eat right and live healthy so it can be put off as long as possible. But by Jesus’ death he destroyed the one who holds the power of death. The devil has been defeated by Jesus, and so we need not fear death. We’ve been freed from this fear and whenever this happens it is a beautiful thing. 

A friend of mine has a young teenage boy whose medical problems have not been pinpointed yet. He told my friend: “Dad, I’m not afraid to die. Because when I die I’ll be in heaven with Jesus.” I’m not afraid to die. I don’t want to die. I want to grow old with my wife and raise my kids. But if he wants me in paradise, there is not a thing I can do about it. All I can say is I hope I’m missed. 


When I started my ministry I would call brother Steve: he’d been through some of the things I was just experiencing. But big, eternal brother Jesus has experienced it all. Our text says, “He is able to help those who are being tempted.” Why? Because he was tempted. In fact, the Bible says “he was tempted in every way, just as we are.” Now, though Jesus’ temptations were a little different—that is, his temptations came from outside of him, and not from within, because he didn’t have the sinful nature—his temptations were very real and he conquered them all. And now, your temptations are a very personal matter to him, and he stands ready to help us against every assault. He is this close(point to lips) in prayer and this close (point to Bible) in his Word. 

What a family we have! God is our Father and Jesus is our Brother. The blessings!: forgiveness, salvation for body and soul, at-one with God, future glory. Jesus himself intercedes for us and stands ready to help through temptations. Big, eternal Brother Jesus does all things well. Amen. 
