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INFLUENCE
After reading the following statistics, ask yourself, “Who’s influencing whom?” By the time the average American is 65 years old, he will have spent the equivalent of…

	-- 108 months watching television 
	-- 19 months in church (if he attended three services every week—5 hours total for his entire life and never missed)

The number of hours the average child will spend watching TV by the time he is 18…
-- 26,208.

The number of hours the average child will spend in a classroom by age 18…
	-- 11,000. 

The number of hours a parent will spend in meaningful conversation with his child by the time he is 18…
	-- 600	(less than one hour/week)		Source: TV-Free America, A.C. Nielson Co. 

Recall: Who influences us and how:  
“We love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) 
“It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is th gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8,9) 
“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation of everyone who believes.” (Romans 1:16) 

Scriptural Encouragements to be an Influence 
“A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34) 
“You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world…let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13,14,16) 
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversion be full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” (Colossians 4:5,6) 

What can you and I do to avoid the unbalanced influenced shown by the above statistics? Identify opportunities and relationships in which you can make a difference for Christ.

Prayer: Lord, there are so many negative influences working against the truth of your Word. Souls are at stake in the fierce battle between your divine grace and the collective evil of sin, Satan and the world. Use me, armed with your Word, to influence others to make a spiritual difference in the lives of others. Amen. 		

Pastor Luchterhand 

 ADULT BIBLE CLASS meets each Sunday between services. You are always invited to join us each week for Bible study.

RUBIES WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets on Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM at the school. Our leader is Joyce White. All women are most welcome to attend.
		


  Lent Worship Schedule

Ash Wednesday is February 22. Worship is at 7 p.m., and if the guest preacher is available, 11 a.m. Miss Rixe is assisting Pastor Luchterhand in preparing preschool friendly worship services for the preschoolers.    

Our theme this year is “See His Cross!”     

Feb. 22: “It’s No Secret” – Pastor Luchterhand  
Feb. 29:  “Put Your Sword Away” – Pastor Zak
March 7: “Shed No Tears for Jesus” – Pastor Pankow 
March 14: “It’s God’s Plan from Beginning to End” – Pastor Parsons 
March 21: “Our King is Crucified” – Pastor Pankow 
March 28  “Glory be to Jesus” – Pastor Luchterhand 

[image: WEDDING5] On Saturday, January 14, 2012, Allison Leibner married Kevin Syverson at Crown of Life during a ceremony conducted by Pastor Luchterhand.  Our prayers and love are with them both as they begin to build a life together as husband and wife.  May your marriage be blessed by our Lord’s mercy and grace and may you both always look to His Word for guidance.  Congratulations!    
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LADIES VALENTINE TEA PARTY
Please join us on Sunday February 12th from 2:00pm to 4:00pm in the fellowship room for a tea to celebrate Valentine's Day. Please bring your favorite tea cup to enjoy your tea; pearls, hats and gloves are encouraged but optional. Please sign up on the sheet in the back of the church. If you have unusual or favorite "tea items" we may use for a display at the tea please see Cheryl Klingenmeyer or Sheryl Renken. We hope to see you all there!
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2/2	Carol Kom
2/4	Katie Visaggio
2/7	David Aarons
2/12	Aaron Luchterhand
2/13	Jerry VonDeylen
2/16        Natali DiCristofalo
2/17	Marlow Kom
2/19	Darlene Lange
2/21	Travis Bole                  2/26 *	Bill & Mildred      Burmesistr
	     
* Anniversary

Please Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please notify  the church office. 

Elders	
2/05	E. Daniel Hellmann
	L. Marv Lehman	
2/12	E. Paul Condon
	L. Doug Lozen
2/19	E, Daniel Hellman
	L. Mel Pavlisin
2/22	E. Marv Lehman
	L. Doug Lozen
	(Ash Wednesday)
2/26	E. Paul Condon
	L. Doug Lozen
2/29	E. Marv Lehman
	L.Mel Pavlisin
	(Lenten Services)	

	Communion Ware
2/05	 E. M. Aarons
        	 L R. Pavlisin &
                 J. Nunn 
2/19	E. Trish Reinking
        	 L. Darlene Lange

	Ushers 	
2/05 E. D. Lamper & J. Troy
         L. M. Burke & N. Yunker
2/12 E. R. Rahn & M. Krueger
L. M. Pavlisin & K.     Syverson
2/19E. P. Condon & Z. Condon
         L. D. Lozen & N. Lozen
2/22 E. B. Renken &
             J. VonDeylen
         L. D. Klingenmeyer &
	  J. Klingenmeyer
	(Ash Wednesday)
2/26  E. D. Lozen &
	  N. Lozen
         L.P. Condon &
     	 Z. Condon
2.29   E. M. Lehman &
	   B. Renken
          L. M. Pavlisin &
	   A. Luchterhand
	((Lenten Services)
	
                Greeters
2/05	E. Marjorie Aarons
            L. R. Pavlisin &
                 J. Nunn	
2/12	E. Kay Lehman
	L.Darlene Lange
2/19	E. Trish Reinking
	L.Darlene Lange
2/26	E. Bonnie Putnam
	L. Carol Campbell
	  
	  Flowers
2/05 Carol Campbell
2/12 Zola VonDeylen
2/19 Ruth Pavlisin
2/26 open

	   Counters
2/05 B. Renken & 
        M. Pavlsin
2/12 D. Lozen & M. Burke
2/19 B. Renken & 
         M. Pavlisin
2/26 T. Lynch & P. Condon 

	  Fellowship
(We need servers for 2/19& 2/26)
2/05 Dave & Pat Paulson
2/12 Zola VonDeylen
2/19 Open
2/26 Open
		
PRAYER LIST: Please remember in your prayers: Pam Adams (recovering), Jason Muscoe (grandson of Dolores Stoddart with kidney problems), Debbie Demyanovich (daughter of Dolores Stoddart diagnosed with cancer), Kimberly Wallace (the granddaughter of Darlene Lange with cancer and in need of further treatments),), Carol Dobrunz (cancer treatments), Johanna Florio (aunt of Matt Visaggio with health issues)., Sharon Shimick (health issues),  Hugh & Zelda Parnell (relative of Bill & Pam Adams with
 health concerns), Esther Stellwagen (recovering from  health issues), Vicki Balza (breast cancer),
Our country and our soldiers


December 2011 End-of-the-Month Letter
What was on your Christmas list this year? If Lutheran Mobile Clinic had made a Christmas List it would look like this:
1. Diesel
1. Enough food to keep our Nutrition Class running
1. Anti-malarial medications
Yes, those were the items that I was worrying about and really hoping to receive this month. And our Christmas list was fulfilled! I think we have been writing about the fuel shortage in every End-of-the-Month Letter this year, and the fuel predictions for December were especially grim. Fortunately, we managed to keep both ambulances up and running with the help of our driver, who dealt with the crowds at the fuel stations every time there was a delivery, and from the generosity of the missionaries who emptied their fuel tanks into ours whenever they were making a trip to Zambia (the bordering country that is not having a fuel shortage).
We were also concerned about our Nutrition Class. This time of year is “Hungry Season” when food is scarce and high-priced until harvest in April. LMC partners with World Food Programme (WFP) and receives bags of maize to distribute to malnourished children and pregnant mothers. We also buy our own supply to support those participants who are still sick but do not meet WFP requirements. The previous month, WFP did not make a delivery and reported they were low on funding and unable to tell us when the next delivery would be made. With some help from Christian Aid and Relief, we were able to purchase the extra food needed during this time. And we sure were happy to see the WFP truck pull into our driveway last week with a delivery!
The rainy months also mean Malaria Season. January has historically been the busiest month for LMC as our sick line is crowded with malaria patients. That means I was also happy to receive a good supply of Coartem, the government distributed anti-malarial medication. It looks like it will be enough to get us through the month. We have had a blessed December indeed!
As 2011 draws to a close, it is also a time to reflect on the past year. CNN often has “The best news stories of 2011” or “The most memorable people of the past year.” Here are few things that made the year a memorable one for Lutheran Mobile Clinic:
· We treated about 60,000 patients in 2011.
· A vicar was installed to serve 3 rural churches that we also hold clinic at. What a blessing to these villages and congregations!
· We received a new ambulance in May. The siren and flashing light sure make speeding through town a little bit easier. The true test will come in the months ahead to see how the new tires handle the muddy roads. 
· The political protests in July turned into riots and caused the clinic to close for 2 days. God kept the staff of LMC and the members of the Malawi mission field safe.
· Closing the clinic of Kamphoni in August.  Seeking to be a bridge to the Gospel and financial strain forced some tough decisions on our clinic this year as we made a difficult decision to downsize from 5 clinics to 4 clinics. As we drove away from that rural village for the last time, I was certainly reminded that some things we must leave in God’s hands.
* * * * *
Thank you for all the Christmas cards that were sent to LMC! I enjoyed opening each one and reading a little about the work of the churches and schools in the US. Kari and I enjoyed the Christmas Eve program that the children of the congregation put together, and spending the holidays with our “family” here in Malawi- the four other missionary families in Lilongwe.

Blessing to all in the New Year,
Melissa Schuetze

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Isaiah 52:7


WELS PRISON MINISTRY

Dear Members of Crown of Life:
	We wish to thank you for sending us Meditations.
Many of you have heard that our ministry stopped collecting Meditations. A generous donor came forward with the needed funds to send Meditations to inmates for the current calendar year. We truly thank the Lord and donor for this generous gift to our ministry.
	As you continue to collect Mediations, please send us only the most current issues. Inmates are more willing to read them when they see a date that is somewhat current. So we are asking that you send Meditations no older than 2 years.
	Our ministry continues to grow. Presently we have over 56,000 inmates on our database. We ask you to continue to pray for our ministry. The message of the Gospel is deeply appreciated by those we serve.
	We also thank you for the card covers with Christian messages.
	It is our prayer that the Lord will continue to bless you and your congregation.
In His Service,
WELS Prison Ministry
Dave Nack, Administrator

	
ROAD TO EMMAUS: The DVD, Road to Emmaus, a production of the WELS and starring actor Bruce Marchiano as Jesus, is available free for anyone who would like a copy. This 30-minute video is based on the Easter story in Luke 24:13-35. It shows that the true children of Abraham are all those who believe in Abraham’s God, the Holy Trinity, and trust only in the long-predicted Messiah, Jesus Christ, for their salvation. Jesus is the only way to heaven.

CROWN OF LIFE MUGS: We have some coffee mugs with the Crown of Life logo and Bible passage. If you would like to purchase them, they are available on the table in the narthex for $4 each.

LIBRARY: You are welcome to help yourselves to other books and materials on the Bible and a variety of subjects in the library/nursery room located at the end of the first hall at school. Use them and then return them to the library when you are done.


FOOD COLLECTION: We are once again seeking food donations to help the needy in the community through our food pantry. Any non-perishable food items are appreciated. We have a collection container in the church narthex as well as in the school hallway. 


LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY NEWS
We are saving Meditations again for the WELS Prison Ministry.  A donor to the Special Ministries has made it possible to again have postage money to mail the Meditations to the Prisons. I am not presently collecting Christmas card covers but will still collect special occasion card covers, as I have a large back log of Christmas covers.  These items can be put in the basket under the mail slots. If anyone would like to write Christian messages on the backs of the covers, please let me know. It is a large job for one person.  PILL BOTTLES:  I have just sent my first box of pill bottles to the Central African Medical Mission (CAMM) in Malawi, Africa.  Postage was paid for by donations at the LWMS Rallies. Please save for me only wide opening Pharmacy bottles that can be stacked one inside the other, not narrow top bottles. Put in my mailbox or in Meditation basket. Thank you Crown of Life members.  We are a mission minded congregation. – Carol Campbell

NEWS AND NOTES:
· CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS: Bill Renken (Chairman), Mike Burke (Secretary), Jerry VonDeylen (Treasurer and Education Chairman), Tim Lynch (Financial Secretary), Kevin Syverson (Properties Chairman) and Matt Visaggio (Evangelism Chairman), Mel Pavlisin (Elders Chairman), Daniel Hellmann, Paul Condon, Marv Lehman and Doug Lozen (Board of Elders).
· SIGN-UP BOOK for flowers and fellowship servers for the remainder of this year is on the shelf in the narthex.
· NAME BADGES: Members of Crown of Life are invited to order a magnetically attached name badge for $13. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex if you are interested in ordering one. Wearing it at church is a great way to get to know one another and introduce your self to visitors.
· MEMORIAL BRICKS: Our church courtyard has a number of memorial bricks that have been given over the past several years. We would invite anyone add a brick in the courtyard, either for themselves or for someone else in their memory or honor. The bricks are $35 each. If you would like to order one, please contact our church office at 482-7315.
· EMAIL ADDRESSES: Would you like to receive the newsletter by email? Would you like to receive the weekly bulletin and sermon when you cannot make it to our church? We are willing to include you for these and other mailings if you have an email address. Please email the pastor at pastor@crownlifelutheran.com or call the church office at 239-482-7315. 
· CHURCH AND PRE-SCHOOL WEBSITES: The church website is www.crownlifelutheran.com. The preschool website is www.crownlifepreschool.com.
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5820 Daniels Parkway Ft Myers

Invites you to a Concert  

Saturday, February 18
2 PM
[image: view details] “A Love that Never Ends”

Joining us in song will be guest artist
Susan Ann

[image: C:\Users\Susan\Pictures\2010-02-27 1st group\Presentation Pics\Copy of Chip 3 118.JPG]
Come & sing along! Children welcome!
CD’s will be available & a free will offering will be taken

An Introduction to Susan Ann
      
     Susan Ann is a Christian singer and songwriter.

     She lives in New Ulm, MN with her husband Pastor Kurt Lueneburg. Susan and Kurt have 2 daughters. Angela, lives in Belle Plaine, with her husband, Andy Parrish, and their daughters Annabelle and Tessa. Daughter, Ellen, is married to John Raasch and is a graduate of Martin Luther College. Ellen teaches Spanish at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School in Jackson, WI. Her husband, John, is a second year seminary student. When possible, Ellen often sings with her mother.

     Edwin, and the late Lila Roland, Susan’s parents, have wintered in Tavares, FL, for many years. Ed’s membership is still held at St Mark in Leesburg.

     Susan Ann attended Dr. Martin Luther College (now Martin Luther College) in New Ulm, Minnesota.  She taught in Lutheran elementary schools in River Falls and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, before sharing God’s word in Christian songs.

     “Hymns from a Thankful Heart” and a Christmas CD, “The Perfect Gift” are the most recent of 5 titles she has felt blessed to record and to share. Children hold a special place in Susan’s heart, so each title includes one or more songs for kids-of all ages! When funding is achieved, Susan hopes to record another CD in 2012 for release in the fall.  

     Susan Ann loves to travel with her music ministry, and has been a guest soloist at several national conventions and ladies retreats. She has also been privileged to sing for many ladies group gatherings, church services and other church functions.  Her music has had some air time on local Christian radio in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Texas, and in several other states. 

     “Jesus Christ and the work He's done for all people, is worth singing about,” Susan says.  Her songs reflect that love. She is grateful to have the opportunity to share her music here and to serve our Lord among us. 
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